BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF THE
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL,

Petitioner
53 DB 2025
V.
Attorney Registration No. 50867
JOHN MCDANEL, : _
Respondent : (Luzerne County)

ANSWER TO PETITION FOR DISCIPLINE

AND NOW, comes the Respondent, John W. McDanel, Esquire, in response to

the Petition for Discipline as follows:

1. Admitted
2. Admitted.
3. Admitted.
4. Admitted.
5. a. Admitted.
b.  Admitted.
C. Admitted.
6. Denied in that between 2013 and 2014 and since 2014, the Respondent’s

representation of K.L. was as a Court Appointed Attorney.

7. Admitted.

8. a  Admitted. =

b. Denied in thét the Respondent was not aware that K.L suffered -
from mental iliness. F ‘ LED
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C. Denied in that the Respondent was not av)are that K.L. had been
addicted to drugs since at least 2021.
d. Denied in that the Respondent was not aware that K.L. was
involved in a sex trafficking ring.
e. Denied in that the Respondent was not aware that K.L. experienced
the loss of her husband by suicide in 2011 ..
9. Admitted.
10. Denied in that the Respondent did not recall making comments to K.L.
regarding her physical appearance.
11. Admitted.
12. Denied in that K.L. edited communications between her and the Respondent
via text and social media.
13. Admitted in part. Denied in part. It is admitted that the Respondent and K.L.
communicated through text message. It is denied that the communication was

suggestive.

14. Denied in that the Respondent did not attempt to elicit an intimate sexual

relationship with K.L.

15. Denied in that the Respondent was not aware of any text messages to K.L.

that were inappropriate in that K.L. initiated said conversations and in fact had

suggested messages and photographs.

16. Admitted.
"17. Denied in that the Respondent did not encourage K.L. to delete any

messages in an attempt to conceal his misconduct and avoid professional discipline.



18. a. Denied in that this is a legal conclusion to which no response is

required.

b. Denied in that this is a legal conclusion to which no response is

required.

WHEREFORE, Respondent prays your Honorable Court to dismiss this Petition
for Discipline.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

B7 Rear E. Second St.
Berwick, PA 18603
(570) 752-3687
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